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The Bird & Bird ESG Academy is a dedicated training program designed for 
students hosted by Bird & Bird law firm. Its aim is to educate and deepen 
knowledge related to Environmental, Social, and Corporate Governance 
(ESG) matters. Our initiative not only seeks to disseminate knowledge but also to 
provide practical insights into how ESG issues translate into legal and business 
practices. 
What is ESG, and why is it an important initiative? 
"ESG" is an abbreviation formed from the first letters of the English words: "Environmental", signifying the Natural Environment / Environmental Protection; "Social", 
denoting Society / Human Capital / Social Issues; and "Governance", representing Corporate Governance. This encompasses a threefold perspective whereby 
businesses assess their actions and impact on the environment in general, including the natural environment, manage relationships with society, and conduct 
corporate affairs ethically and sustainably. 

In today's world, ESG has moved beyond mere theory and has become a key element of business strategies and approaches to effective and sustainable 
organizational management. Companies that focus on ESG not only enhance their commitment to environmental protection but also build trust among their clients 
and other stakeholders, reduce risks (ESG serves as a powerful tool for risk management within organizations), foster innovation, and enhance competitiveness 
compared to other entities. 

The values embodied in ESG reflect the growing expectations of society and capital markets for businesses to operate responsibly, taking into account 
environmental, social, and governance aspects. The Bird & Bird ESG Academy is a place where participants can delve into this critical subject matter and prepare 
themselves to assume leadership roles in the fields of sustainable business development and law. 

What does the Bird & Bird ESG Academy offer? 
The Bird & Bird ESG Academy program provides a unique opportunity for students studying law, journalism, political science, marketing, economics, finance, 
accounting, and related fields to explore the latest ESG trends and practices and see how these issues manifest in the legal and business spheres. This program 
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enables participants to grasp a comprehensive approach to sustainable development, covering environmental, social, and governance aspects, while also 
encouraging active participation in discussions, developing analytical skills, and building relationships with key industry professionals. 

Within the framework of the Bird & Bird ESG Academy program, there will be 16 substantive meetings, which constitute the heart of the Academy. During these 
meetings participants will delve into ESG topics under the guidance of experienced practitioners, including Bird & Bird lawyers and experts. 

It is important to us that these lectures and sessions are inspiring. Our experts will share their ESG knowledge, its impact on legal and business environments, and 
discuss the challenges and trends associated with implementing sustainable development strategies within organizations. We aim not only to provide knowledge but 
also to inspire active engagement and the creation of positive changes in both business and law. 

Active participation in discussions during lectures and case study workshops is important to us. We do not want participants to be mere spectators. We believe that 
active dialogue, the exchange of perspectives, and brainstorming sessions will facilitate a better understanding and absorption of ESG concepts, while also fostering 
personal growth in this area. We create a space where each participant can contribute their insights and create inspiring solutions that may influence the future of 
business and law in the context of sustainable development. 

The Bird & Bird ESG Academy also offers networking opportunities. We strive to ensure that each meeting is an opportunity to establish and deepen connections 
with fellow participants, as well as with lecturers and guest speakers at lectures and workshops. Developing a network is an integral part of our Academy, providing 
participants with the chance to build relationships with professionals from various fields and industries, which can yield numerous benefits both professionally and 
personally.  

Our goal is to create lasting connections that not only support development in the field of ESG but also open doors to inspiring projects and career opportunities in 
the world of sustainable development. 

Benefits 
For each participant, we offer the opportunity to obtain a certificate confirming completion of the Bird & Bird ESG Academy. The requirements for obtaining these 
certificates include participating in at least 14 substantive meetings and completing a final written paper. For selected graduates of the Academy, there is also an 
opportunity to undertake internships or employment with Bird & Bird.  

We hope that participating in the Bird & Bird ESG Academy will be a fantastic adventure for both our participants and us! 

Sign up for the Academy>>> 

https://system.erecruiter.pl/FormTemplates/RecruitmentForm.aspx?WebID=76b1017ddbae42b2855cc6e7d03e0193
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Sandra Sekuła-Barańska  Michał Szczepanowski 

 
 

 

+48 606 973 389 
sandra.sekula-baranska@twobirds.com 

 
+48 532 664 742 
michal.szczepanowski@twobirds.com 

Counsel and Head of ESG and Environmental Law department in the Energy & 
Utilities practice of Bird & Bird’s Warsaw office, specialising in environmental 
law and ESG. 

Sandra has been advising clients on regulatory matters since 2010, 
specialising in environmental law, water law, geological, mining and energy 
law. 

She has experience in advising on environmental and regulatory risks in 
relation to a range of investment and infrastructure projects, real estate 
transactions and M&A transactions. She examines compliance with Polish and 
EU environmental and regulatory laws, advises on green bonds, environmental 
pollution, and contamination matters, including reclamation and remediation 
and environmental liability issues. 

Sandra conducts legal due diligence projects, with special focus on 
environmental law and ESG. She assists businesses in obtaining, changing, 

 Junior Associate in the ESG and Environmental Law department in the Energy 
& Utilities of Bird & Bird, specialising in environmental law and ESG. 

Since 2018 Michał has been advising and assisting corporate clients with 
respect to investment processes, financing, M&A transactions and more.  

He assists businesses with compliance matters, and conducts legal due 
diligence projects, with a special focus on environmental law and ESG. He 
advises on obtaining, changing, transferring, and cancelling administrative 
permits, including building permits and licenses.  

Before joining Bird & Bird, Michał gained professional experience at several 
leading international law firms. 

Contact 

Counsel Junior Associate 
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and transferring various administrative permits, inter alia, decisions on 
environmental conditions, integrated permits, water permits, waste permits, 
emission permits, and licences. 

She also represents clients in proceedings before public authorities and courts, 
including administrative courts.  

She closely follows the development of space technology, quantum physics 
and AI, perceiving them as ways for innovative solutions that can help protect 
the environment and examine various ESG processes.  

Before joining Bird & Bird, she gained her professional experience working in 
international law firms and a district court. 
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twobirds.com 
Abu Dhabi ● Amsterdam ● Beijing ● Bratislava ● Brussels ● Budapest ● Casablanca ● Copenhagen ● Dubai ● Dublin ● Dusseldorf 
● Frankfurt ● The Hague ● Hamburg ● Helsinki ● Hong Kong ● London ● Luxembourg ● Lyon ● Madrid ● Milan ● Munich ● Paris 
● Prague ● Rome ● San Francisco ● Shanghai ● Shenzhen ● Singapore ● Stockholm ● Sydney ● Warsaw 

The information given in this document concerning technical legal or professional subject matter is for guidance only and does not constitute legal or professional advice.  Always consult a suitably qualified 
lawyer on any specific legal problem or matter. Bird & Bird assumes no responsibility for such information contained in this document and disclaims all liability in respect of such information. 
This document is confidential.  Bird & Bird is, unless otherwise stated, the owner of copyright of this document and its contents. No part of this document may be published, distributed, extracted, re-utilised, 
or reproduced in any material form. 
Bird & Bird is an international legal practice comprising Bird & Bird LLP and its affiliated and associated businesses. 
Bird & Bird LLP is a limited liability partnership, registered in England and Wales with registered number OC340318 and is authorised and regulated by the Solicitors Regulation Authority (SRA) with SRA 
ID497264. Its registered office and principal place of business is at 12 New Fetter Lane, London EC4A 1JP. A list of members of Bird & Bird LLP and of any non-members who are designated as partners, 
and of their respective professional qualifications, is open to inspection at that address. 
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