
Bird & Bird’s European copyright levy expert group is a cross-border practice, comprising more 
than 20 lawyers across our offices in Europe. The group has a strong track record advising on 
all aspects of copyright levies and providing a full range of legal services to major companies, 
including representation in court proceedings, compilation of risk assessments for pricing and 
accrual purposes, negotiations with collecting societies regarding collective and individual 
agreements, drafting and negotiating contracts raising copyright levy questions, and other 
copyright levy issues.

Our copyright levy expertise

All of our offices are operated by locally qualified 
lawyers and provide extensive domestic capabilities 
as well as being part of the international team. Our 
outstanding expertise in Intellectual Property in 
addition with our unique knowledge of the Media and 
Information Technology sectors enables us to provide 
cutting-edge practical and legal advice to our clients in 
copyright levies. Further we have in-depth experience 
and a specific reputation in legal issues related to 
technology convergence and virtualisation.

Our international coverage has proven to be of 
significant benefit to our clients due to our close 
proximity to decision-makers and our cross-border 
knowledge of upcoming and ongoing developments 
and decisions worldwide. 

Our clients are principally large manufacturers, 
importers and resellers of products that are subject to 
copyright levies as well as industry associations. We 
are advising or have advised clients in landmark cases 
including cases decided by national supreme courts 
and cases referred to the European Court of Justice. 

Our services include:

•	 Dispute resolution, including mediation, arbitration 
and litigation of copyright levy disputes for industry 
associations and companies;

•	 International surveys regarding copyright levy 
exposure of products, in particular in connection 
with the launch of a new product;

•	 Risk assessments, such as estimation of costs 
in connection with copyright levies for accrual 
purposes; 

•	 Negotiations for industry associations or companies 
with collecting societies regarding collective 
agreements; 

•	 Negotiations for companies with collecting societies 
regarding individual agreements; 

•	 Lobbying and strategic advice, such as advice in 
influencing potential new laws and evaluating the 
impact of potential changes of the law in the future;

•	 Advising on contracts raising copyright levy issues 
such as distribution agreements and export or 
import contracts; 

•	 Legal opinions on copyright levy questions such 
as questions regarding the application of levies 
on a product, levy amounts, levy debtorship, and 
retroactive application of levies.

“Very responsive, very down to earth. 
There’s no clear line where we end and 
they begin.”

Chambers UK 2015

“It stands out as one of the best 
international firms, especially in 
Northern Europe. A large specialist in 
this area.”

Chambers Europe 2014



Europe
Dr Fabian Niemann
T: + 49 (0) 69 74222 6000 
fabian.niemann@twobirds.com

Belgium 
Jean-Christophe Troussel
T: +32 (0)2 282 6000 
jean-christophe.troussel@twobirds.com

Benoit Van Asbroeck
T: +32 (0)2 282 6000 
benoit.van.asbroeck@twobirds.com

Czech Republic 
Vojtech Chloupek
T: +420 226 030500 
vojtech.chloupek@twobirds.com

Finland  
Ella Mikkola
T: +358 (0) 9 622 6670 
ella.mikkola@twobirds.com

France 
Stéphane Leriche
T: +33 (0) 1 42 68 60 00 
stephane.leriche@twobirds.com

Julie Ruelle 
T: +33 (0) 1 42 68 60 00 
julie.ruelle@twobirds.com

Germany  
Dr Fabian Niemann
T: + 49 (0) 69 74222 6000 
fabian.niemann@twobirds.com

Lea Mackert
T: + 49 (0) 211 2005 6000 
lea.noemi.mackert@twobirds.com

Hungary 
Bálint Halász 
T: +36 (0) 1 799 2000 
balint.halasz@twobirds.com

Italy 
Massimiliano Mostardini
T: +39 02 30 35 6000 
massimiliano.mostardini@twobirds.com

Daniele De Angelis
T: +39 (0) 02 30 35 6000 
daniele.deangelis @twobirds.com

The Netherlands 
Martin Senftleben
Tel: +31 (0)70 353 8800 
martin.senftleben@twobirds.com

Manon Rieger-Jansen
Tel: +31 (0)70 353 8800 
manon.rieger.jansen@twobirds.com

Poland  
Piotr Dynowski 
T:+ 48 22 583 79 00 
piotr.dynowski@twobirds.com

Spain  
Beatriz Diaz de Escauriaza
T: + 34 91 790 6000  
beatriz.diaz.escauriaza@twobirds.com

Fidel Porcuna  
T: + 34 91 790 6000  
fidel.porcuna@twobirds.com

Sweden 
Staffan Boström
T: +46 (0) 8 506 320 00
staffan.bostrom@twobirds.com

United Kingdom 
Phil Sherrell
T: +44 (0) 20 7415 6000 
phil.sherrell@twobirds.com

Other offices
China and Hong Kong 
Michelle Chan  
T: +852 2248 6000 
michelle.chan@twobirds.com

Singapore 
Chia Ling Koh
T: +65 6223 8762 
chialing.koh@twobirds.com 

UAE 
Saarah Badr
T: +971 2 6108 100 
saarah.badr@twobirds.com

Contacts

“They have always been very 
approachable. Their grasp of the issues 
- both from a pure legal perspective, 
and appreciating the in-house angles - 
has been well received.”

Chambers UK 2015



About Bird & Bird 
Bird & Bird is an international legal practice with over 1,100 lawyers and legal practitioners 
worldwide. We specialise in combining in-depth sector expertise with a strong focus in technology 
and media related sectors with leading-edge knowledge across a full range of legal services 
including advice on commercial, corporate, EU and competition, intellectual property, dispute 
resolution, employment, finance and real estate matters.

An international network
We have offices in key business centres across Europe, 
the Middle East and Asia, including in Abu Dhabi, 
Beijing, Bratislava, Brussels, Budapest, Copenhagen, 
Dubai, Düsseldorf, Frankfurt, The Hague, Hamburg, 
Helsinki, Hong Kong, London, Lyon, Madrid, Milan, 
Munich, Paris, Prague, Rome, Shanghai, Singapore*, 
Skanderborg, Stockholm, Sydeney and Warsaw. We also 
have established cooperation agreements with firms in 
Australia, Indonesia, Malaysia, Portugal, South Korea, 
Switzerland, Tunisia and Turkey. We also have a dedicated 
group focusing on India and close ties with firms in other 
key jurisdictions in Europe, the Middle East, Asia and the 
United States. We are strategically well placed to offer 
local expertise within a global context.

* Bird & Bird has a global association agreement in Singapore

As an international firm we excel in providing global 
advice. Our lawyers deliver expertise based on our in 
depth local knowledge, excellent understanding of the 
law and cross-border experience.

We apply a one firm approach to meet our clients’ 
needs and work collaboratively across our extensive 
network of offices.

Abu Dhabi & Beijing & Bratislava & Brussels & Budapest & Copenhagen & Dubai & Düsseldorf & Frankfurt & The Hague & Hamburg & Helsinki 
& Hong Kong & London� & Lyon & Madrid & Milan &  Munich & Paris & Prague & Rome & Shanghai & Singapore & Skanderborg & Stockholm & 

Sydney & Warsaw 

Bird & Bird LLP is a limited liability partnership, registered in England and Wales with registered number OC340318 and is regulated by the Solicitors Regulation Authority. Its registered office 
and principal place of business is as above. Bird & Bird is an international legal practice comprising Bird & Bird LLP and its affiliated and associated businesses having offices in the locations 
listed. The word “partner” is used to refer to a member of Bird & Bird LLP or an employee or consultant, or to a partner, member, director, employee or consultant in any of its affiliated 
businesses, who is a lawyer with equivalent standing and qualifications. A list of members of Bird & Bird LLP, and of any non-members who are designated as partners, and of their respective 
professional qualifications, is open to inspection at the above address.
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