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Dr Jan Byok specialises in cartel, public procurement,
competition, com-munications and IT law. He and his
team are amongst the most recognised specialists in
public procurement law in Germany.

Jan has an in-depth understanding of the technology,
IT and communication sectors, public services (water,
energy, disposal), traffic systems, (OPNV, SPNV
transport and logistics, in addition to privatisation and
outsourcing (e.g. Travequerung, BARVUS, City Hall
Gladbeck).

Partner, Public Procurement
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Dr René Voigtlinder, US Attorney at Law, joined Bird &
Bird in March 2005. Previously he was a partner with a
global US law firm. René specialises in regulatory law,
energy, procurement and privatisation.

René’s clients include large corporations in the fields
of energy, pharmaceuticals and biotechnology,

as well as IT, infrastructure, transportation and
telecommunications. René also advises numerous
national and international joint ventures, supply and
waste management companies, as well as their public-
private holding companies, with respect to activities
in the areas of electricity, gas, water and sewage,
community heating, contracting, facility management,
real estate, plant management and concessions
Further clients include several German states as well
as numperous districts and local municipal entities, as
well as their (partly) privatised units and undertakings.

Along with structuring and supporting national and
cross-border projects and (corporate) transactions,
René draws upon extensive experience in the multi
faceted field of business regulatory law, with a

special focus on environmental and energy law. He is
especially active in the areas of privatisation and public

He has advised on numerous outsourcing projects

in North-Rhineland Westphalia (NRW), Hamburg,
Thuringia, Lower Saxony, Schleswig-Holstein and Bavaria
for public clients and retail consortia, e.g. the digital
Communication Assoc. of NRW, Spiidok of NRW, ELS of
Thuringia, BSZ of BW and BARVUS of NRW, as well as
advising the German Military and associated businesses
in privatisation activities and public procurement.

Jan is a regular contributor to legal journals and business
publications. He is the Co-editor and author of the
leading commentary on German public procurement law
(Byok/Jaeger, Piiblic Procurement Law (Vergaberecht),
2000) as well as a public procurement reporter for the
Neue Juristische Wochenschrift (NJW; New Legal Weekly),
where he last published under NJW 2004, 198 et seq.

In the current edition of JUVE Handbook 2004/2005 Jan
is rated as one of the top lawyers for public
procurement law.

Jan is a member of the Expert Advisory Counsel for
Public Procurement Law for the North Rhineland-
Westphalia Department of Commerce and Labour.

procurement contracting, including all aspects relating
to state, district and budgetary law. He advises both
bidders and public entities in respect to the structuring
of bids and compliance with public tender projects,

the preparation of the transaction documentation and
tender submissions, the conduct of bidding procedures
and subsequent contract management.

An increasingly prominent part of René’s practice
consists of preparing and conducting bidding
procedures and private procurement projects in which
issues of contract structuring, negotiations and award
management are crucial.

René also represents his clients in the context of public
procurement bid challenges including the defence
against review applications.

René studied law in Bonn, Knoxville (Tennessee, USA),

at the Universidad Autonoma Nacional de México in
Mexico City, and in Trier, Germany. In 1992, he obtained
his J.D. law degree in the USA, and in 2001, he completed
his doctorate degree in law in Germany. He has received
numerous scholarships and awards, both in Europe and
in the USA. Additionally, he majored in political science
at the University of the Sorbonne in Paris.

René publishes extensively and is frequently called
upon to prepare expert opinions. He is a member of the
Federation of German Industries’ forum vergabe e.V.,
an association of leading experts in the procurement
field. He is a co-author of a study prepared on behalf of
the German Federal Ministry of Economics and Labor
on “Chances and Risks of a Liberalization of the German
Drinking Water Market”.
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Ulrich is Head of the Corporate and Commercial Group
in Munich, Germany. Ulrich focuses on international
and cross-border deals; M&A and large commercial
transactions, disposals and reorganisations; private
equity & venture capital.

He advises international and German companies on
general matters relating to corporate and commercial
law matters and has extensive experience in aerospace
transactions. Ulrich is the former General Counsel of
DaimlerChrysler Aerospace AG.

Ulrich was admitted to practice in Germany in 1984.
Ulrich holds an LL.B and doctorate agree from the
University of Trier and an LL.M. from Southern
Methodist University, Dallas, Texas.

Juve Handbook 2006 / 2007 lists Ulrich as a
recommended lawyer for Corporate and M&A.

Alexander Duisberg is a partner of Bird & Bird and head
of the German Commercial and Outsourcing practice

group.

Alexander’s expertise and practical experience cover
the full range of contentious and noncontentious
matters of IT-law (licensing, professional services,
distribution, e-commerce, and data protection law, etc.)
including major projects, complex technology transfer
agreements, as well as assisting to technology-related
mergers and acquisitions, venture capital and private
equity transactions and outsourcing arrangements of all
kind. His client base comprises suppliers and users,
providers and customers to outsourcing services, as
well as clients from the semi-conductor industry.
Alexander is a frequent speaker and contributes to
publications on technology related and other topics.

Alexander Duisberg was admitted to the German Bar in
1995 and joined the Munich office of Bird & Bird at its
opening in October 2003. From 1997 until September
2003 he worked for the IT and corporate practice of
Baker & McKenzie. Alexander Duisberg studied law at
the University of Bonn from 1984 to 1989 and obtained
a doctorate in law from the University of Bonn in 1995
with a dissertation on European competition law.
Alexander speaks German, English, Italian, Spanish and
French.
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Martin is Head of the Employment Group of Bird &

Bird, Germany. He provides legal advice to clients in the
fields of individual and collective employment law, in
particular with respect to large commercial transactions.
He is experienced in negotiating redundancy programs
and collective bargaining agreements.

Patrick advises in all areas of international and corporate
tax law and is specialized in restructuring and group

tax law as well as in M&A, LBO and PE- related tax
issues. He is a member of the International Tax Practice
Group. Patrick obtained a degree as tax consultant
(Steuerberater) as well as certified tax law expert
(Fachanwalt fiir Steuerrecht) in 2004. Patrick has broad
expertise in regard of domestic and cross-border tax
restructuring, financing and joint venture structures,
crossborder real estate transactions and IPOs.

Dirk is a member of the International Real Estate Group.
He advices clients on all aspects of commercial property
matters in particular with respect to transactions on real
estate portfolios and real estate loan portfolios.
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