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Expertise

Bird & Bird has extensive specialist experience of advising on
competition regulatory matters in the postal services sector in
various European jurisdictions. The firm advises incumbent
universal service operators in their home jurisdictions and
advises new entrant operators in some other countries.
Individual partners in the firm have acknowledged
reputations in the field. They have been involved in advising
on postal services matters from the first stages of the EU
Postal Services Directive, or even earlier.

We have represented or supported our clients in
investigations by national regulators and before national
courts. We provide in-depth competition law and regulatory
advice regarding the EU Directive and the applicable statutory
and regulatory regimes for postal services. This includes
advice on pricing and rebates from a competition law and
regulatory perspective, including related cost accounting
obligations, and detailed advice on the regulatory and
competition law issues concerning the content and scope of
the universal service obligations and the use of universal
service facilities.

In France, we acted successfully in litigation before the Paris
commercial court on a challenge to the validity of La Poste’s
pricing structure. In the Netherlands we have represented
the incumbent operator in court and before the regulator on
a range of regulatory, competition, procurement and customs
matters. In the UK, we have assisted in the representation of
Royal Mail on a number of competition regulatory cases.

In addition, members of our team have published papers and
made conference presentations on EU law and competition
regulation of postal services.
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Case study:

We provided in-depth competition law and
regulatory advice to the Royal Mail Group
regarding the EU Postal Services Directive and the
statutory and licence regime that applies to Royal
Mail's postal operations.

Case study:

We advised and represented La Poste in a case
before the Tribunal de Commerce Paris in
connection with alleged excessive pricing
practices.

Case study:

A member of our group advised Deutsche Post in
several national and EU merger proceedings
concerning acquisitions and establishment of
joint ventures in the field of logistics, distribution
and transport.




Contact details

Brussels - José Rivas jose.rivas@twobirds.com DD:+32 2282 60 93 M:+32 495578 552
Central Europe - Martin Maxa martin.maxa@twobirds.com DD: +421232 332 814 M:+421905716 711

Finland - Katia Duncker katia.duncker@twobirds.com DD:+358 9 622 667 49 M: +358 505 604 070

France - Michel Roseau michel.roseau@twobirds.com DD: +33 142 68 63 50 M: +33 686 669 513
Germany - Jorg Witting joerg.witting@twobirds.com DD: +49 211 2005 6168 M: +49 15114827 108
Italy - Eutimio Monaco eutimio.monaco@twobirds.com DD: +39 06 6966 7001 M: +39 3473745815

The Netherlands - Pauline Kuipers pauline.kuipers@twobirds.com DD: +3170 353 8810 M:+31651 517 600

Spain - Antonio Creus antonio.creus@twobirds.com DD: +34 91790 6040 M: +34 639 345 339

Sweden - Henrik Nilsson henrik.nilsson@twobirds.com DD: +46 8 506 320 33 M: +46 734 242 033
UK - Richard Eccles richard.eccles@twobirds.com DD: +44 20 7905 6261 M: +44 7711 014 341
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Bird & Bird is an international legal practice comprising Bird & Bird LLP and its affiliated and associated businesses.

Bird & Bird LLP is a limited liability partnership, registered in England and Wales with registered number 0C340318 and is regulated by the
Solicitors Regulation Authority. Its registered office and principal place of business is at 15 Fetter Lane, London EC4A 1JP. A list of members of Bird
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