
Case study: 

We advised the Football Association on the
application of EC and UK competition law to a
number of commercial arrangements and
tenders relating to the sale or licensing of media
rights in relation to football matches controlled
by The FA and on competition law in relation to
numerous agreements relating to sponsorship,
staging of matches, licensing of rights and related
issues.

Sports

Bird & Bird’s extensive experience of advising on competition

law in sports reflects the firm’s focus on the sector.  We advise

governing body associations and major events organisers on

EU law and competition law, in relation to both their

regulatory role and commercial operations, in various sports

including football, rugby, cricket and tennis.

We advise on the EU Treaty rules on the free movement of

persons and of services (and on the corresponding rules under

the EU’s association agreements) in relation to the organisation

of sports events and tournaments.  We advise on competition

law in relation to a wide range of operations, spanning the

organisation of sports events, the exploitation of media rights

(for example through joint selling of rights for participating

entities) and in relation to a variety of commercial agreements.

These agreements include sponsorship agreements,

merchandising and licensing agreements, agreements for the

staging of sports events or matches, and ticketing (including

payment) arrangements.  In relation to sponsorship and

merchandising agreements, we frequently advise on related

commercial arrangements between the parties, involving for

example exclusive sourcing of the relevant products.

We have been closely involved in some significant competition

law investigations in the sector.  These have included the

successful defence of an investigation by the UK broadcasting

regulator OFCOM concerning alleged joint selling of radio

broadcasting rights to football matches.  We also advised the

French professional league in proceedings before the French

Competition Council to obtain (successfully) the extension of

the permitted licensing term for live broadcasting rights for

football league matches from three to four years.

Expertise

Case study:

We advised the French footbal league in a
procedure before the Competition Authority
in connection with the exclusive distribution
of premium channels/content by some xDSL
operators



Contact details

Brussels - José Rivas   jose.rivas@twobirds.com   DD: +32 2 282 60 93   M: +32 495 578 552

Central Europe - Martin Maxa martin.maxa@twobirds.com   DD: +421 232 332 814   M: +421 905 716 711

Finland - Katia Duncker   katia.duncker@twobirds.com   DD: +358 9 622 667 49   M: +358 505 604 070

France - Michel Roseau  michel.roseau@twobirds.com   DD: +33 142 68 63 50   M: +33 686 669 513

Germany - Jörg Witting   joerg.witting@twobirds.com   DD: +49 211 2005 6168   M: +49 151 14827 108

Italy - Eutimio Monaco   eutimio.monaco@twobirds.com   DD: +39 06 6966 7001   M: +39 3473745815

The Netherlands - Pauline Kuipers   pauline.kuipers@twobirds.com   DD: +31 70 353 8810   M: +31 651 517 600

Spain - Antonio Creus   antonio.creus@twobirds.com   DD: +34 91 790 6040   M: +34 639 345 339

Sweden - Henrik Nilsson   henrik.nilsson@twobirds.com   DD: +46 8 506 320 33   M: +46 734 242 033

UK - Richard Eccles   richard.eccles@twobirds.com   DD: +44 20 7905 6261   M: +44 7711 014 341

www.twobirds.com

Bird & Bird is an international legal practice comprising Bird & Bird LLP and its affiliated and associated businesses.

Bird & Bird LLP is a limited liability partnership, registered in England and Wales with registered number OC340318 and is regulated by the

Solicitors Regulation Authority.  Its registered office and principal place of business is at 15 Fetter Lane, London EC4A 1JP.   A list of members of Bird

& Bird LLP and of any non-members who are designated as partners, and of their respective professional qualifications, is open to inspection at

that address. 


