
EU & Competition Law

Clients appreciate the team’s fresh attitude and simple way of doing things.

Legal 500 EMEA, 2009



About Bird & Bird

Bird & Bird is an international commercial law firm which combines cutting-edge legal expertise with an in-depth understanding of
chosen industry sectors. With offices across Europe and Asia, we are well placed to offer our clients local expertise within a global
context.

We strive to understand our client’s priorities and to provide advice
which marries legal certainty and risk-profile. The competition
landscape is constantly evolving and driven not only by a complex
legal framework, but also political and economic considerations.
Our team is composed of experienced, down-to-earth practitioners
and well-connected thought leaders who provide clients with
robust advice geared towards achieving solutions, so that
commercial strategies can be implemented successfully.

It is estimated that for each investigation carried out at EU level, five
cases are investigated by European national competition authorities.
Our EU & Competition Law Group is distinctly international, with full-
time partner level competition law practitioners in all major
jurisdictions in Europe: Brussels, Finland, France, Germany, Italy, The
Netherlands, Spain, Sweden, United Kingdom and Central and
Eastern Europe (Czech Republic, Poland, Hungary, Slovakia) (for
contacts see overleaf). This truly multi-jurisdictional presence
enables us to act as an international "one stop shop" when the
situation requires it, as in the case of multi-jurisdictional merger
control filings, parallel leniency applications or antitrust
investigations. This also gives the members of our team a broader
view of the different cases they are faced with and of policies and
actions taken by the national competition authorities in the EU.

Ongoing liberalisation in sectors like communications, post, energy & utilities, media, transport, etc., has created new challenges
and opportunities for both governments and business. We advise clients in these sectors on competition-related regulatory
matters. Many of our competition lawyers are recognised experts in regulated sectors, combining in-depth knowledge of the
sector with specialised competition law expertise.

Providing legal certainty

Pan-European reach

Strength in regulated sectors

Our team includes a former director-level European Commission official in competition matters who assists clients in high level
issues with the EC’s DG Competition. This allows the team to provide even deeper insights into how the Commission thinks and
works, and to fine-tune the strategic conduct of anti-trust cases by testing our arguments before meeting with the Commission on
important matters. Equally, some of our attorneys come from high-ranking positions in national competition authorities.

Importantly, Bird & Bird is part of a very small group of firms whose lawyers have represented the Legal Service of the
Commission before the European Courts in cases covering the whole spectrum of competition law: cartel/antitrust and State aid
cases. This provides us with unique in-depth knowledge about how the regulator thinks and acts.

Unique insight

The impressive client list demonstrates a high
caliber practice that is “efficient” with “very
good expertise”

Legal 500 EMEA, 2008



We regularly represent clients in significant anti-trust investigations at EU and national levels. Anti-cartel enforcement is on the
increase in Europe. The introduction of the 2006 fining guidelines has resulted in a tremendous increase in fines with record levels
of individual fines. Our team assists clients to train relevant employees in order to avoid such practices. Where a breach is found, our
experts fight to obtain the lowest sanction possible including advising on the merits of an application under the relevant Leniency
programme(s). We have successfully litigated to achieve reductions in fines. We advise many clients not only in the high tech sectors
on which our firm is primarily focused, but also in more traditional sectors such as postal services, gas, steel banking and
construction to name but a few.

Range of expertise

Our expertise in EU litigation is second-to-none. Bird & Bird lawyers have been involved in more than 100 cases before the European
Court of First Instance and the European Court of Justice, including several landmark cases, notably in the field of competition law.
Members of our Group have represented clients before the Grand Chamber of the European Court of Justice and in the first cases of
the newly created European agencies, Eurojust and the Community Plant Variety Office. We are regularly involved in antitrust
litigation in national courts and Bird & Bird lawyers have obtained a number of landmark interim measures at EU and national level.

We are among the select group of firms that have significant and
in-depth knowledge of the application of State aid rules, built up
over many years. We have advised and represented all possible
participants in State aid investigations, such as complainants,
recipients of aid, granting authorities and governments and also the
European Commission itself.

We regularly handle merger control filings and submissions, often
on a multi-jurisdictional basis. We deal efficiently with EC merger
filings either from a single office or, where advantageous for the
client, through a cross-border team.

Cartels and antitrust investigations

Merger control

Litigation

State aid

We have particular expertise on the interface between competition law and intellectual property. We frequently act on
complaints, claims and defences involving the assertion of competition law in an intellectual property context, be it in patents,
trademarks, copyright, know-how or other forms of intellectual property.

Strength in intellectual property

"They are also capable to adapt when needed to changes from the initial plans and to organise secondary legal teams in each of the
countries within the B&B footprint quickly and with excellent competence. That is very valuable specially in complex and
multinational proceedings such as the ones we are used to deal with"

Anonymous client about our international group



Contact details

Brussels - José Rivas jose.rivas@twobirds.com DD: +32 2 282 60 93 M: +32 495 578 552

Central Europe - Martin Maxa martin.maxa@twobirds.com DD: +421 232 332 814 M: +421 905 716 711

Finland - Katia Duncker katia.duncker@twobirds.com DD: +358 9 622 667 49 M: +358 505 604 070

France - Michel Roseau michel.roseau@twobirds.com DD: +33 142 68 63 50 M: +33 686 66 95 13

Germany - Jörg Witting joerg.witting@twobirds.com DD: +49 211 2005 6168 M: +49 151 14827 108

Italy - Eutimio Monaco eutimio.monaco@twobirds.com DD: +39 06 6966 7001 M: +39 3473745815

The Netherlands - Pauline Kuipers pauline.kuipers@twobirds.com DD: +31 70 353 8810 M: +31 651 517 600

Spain - Antonio Creus antonio.creus@twobirds.com DD: +34 91 790 6040 M: +34 639 345 339

Sweden - Henrik Nilsson henrik.nilsson@twobirds.com DD: +46 8 506 320 33 M: +46 734 242 033

UK - Richard Eccles richard.eccles@twobirds.com DD: +44 20 7905 6261 M: +44 7711 014 341

www.twobirds.com

Bird & Bird is an international legal practice comprising Bird & Bird LLP and its affiliated and associated businesses.

Bird & Bird LLP is a limited liability partnership, registered in England and Wales with registered number OC340318 and is regulated by the
Solicitors Regulation Authority. Its registered office and principal place of business is at 15 Fetter Lane, London EC4A 1JP. A list of members of Bird

& Bird LLP and of any non-members who are designated as partners, and of their respective professional qualifications, is open to inspection at
that address.
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