
Case study: Settlement

EU Competition Law Compliance

More than ever, compliance with competition law is a necessity for all

companies operating in Europe.  The 2006 fining guidelines have

resulted in a tremendous increase in fines with record high individual

fines. The European Court of Justice has recently held that parent

companies can be jointly and severally liable for these even if they are

located overseas and have no visibility into the actions of their

subsidiaries. 

Failure to obey the rules can lead to lengthy and costly investigations and

the imposition of fines of up to 10% of a group’s world-wide turnover.

Moreover, competition law can have a significant impact on a company’s

commercial strategy. Agreements which do not comply with competition

rules can be deemed void and unenforceable, and anti competitive

practices can give rise to actions for damages by third parties, as well as

negative publicity.  Bird & Bird’s competition law  team assists clients to

adequately train relevant employees and to implement successful

commercial strategies.

Bird & Bird a One-stop shop Solution

Our pan-European reach combined with our unique insight and experience, which includes second-to-none expertise in

litigation at national and European level, enables us to provide a high-quality one-stop shop for EU competition law

compliance and full-service advice throughout the EU.

Our EU & Competition law Group is distinctly international, with full-time partner-level competition law practitioners in all

major jurisdictions in Europe: Brussels, Finland, France, Germany, Italy, The Netherlands, Spain, Sweden, United Kingdom and

Central and Eastern Europe. 

Our team combines a wealth of experience of all aspects of competition law at European and national level, and includes a

former director-level European Commission official, as well as attorneys who come from high-ranking positions in national

competition authorities.   

Further, Bird & Bird’s unique sectoral approach, in-depth regulatory knowledge and strength in intellectual property place us

in an unparalleled position to advise companies operating in complex and / or recently liberalised sectors, as well as those with

a strong IP focus.

Competition law can be both a shield and a sword for companies affected by anti competitive behaviour. Competition law can

be used to help businesses to open markets, and to obtain redress for any harm caused.  For example, in a recent out of court

settlement we secured compensation in excess of €5 million for our clients.  

Since 2004, national courts and competition authorities within Europe are empowered to apply both EU and national

competition rules, which can be stricter than those at EU level.  It is now estimated that for each investigation carried out at

European level, five cases are investigated by European national competition authorities.  The increased cooperation between

national competition authorities in Europe renders essential the provision of seamless pan-European competition law advice.

Bird & Bird is perfectly geared to provide this.
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Bird & Bird is an international legal practice comprising Bird & Bird LLP and its affiliated and associated businesses.

Bird & Bird LLP is a limited liability partnership, registered in England and Wales with registered number OC340318 and is regulated by the
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