
Cartels and antitrust investigations

We regularly represent clients in significant anti-trust investigations at EU and national

level. Leveraging our presence in all major European jurisdictions, our competition

group is one of the very few with the capacity to defend the interests of clients in

European-wide cartel cases.  

We have widespread expertise of cartel and antitrust investigations at European level.

This includes strong litigation experience before the European Courts, where we have

obtained significant reductions in fines imposed for cartel participation.  Our

experience of administrative proceedings is first-class.  We have been involved in one

of the few formalised settlements undertaken by the Commission.  Further, we have

successfully obtained one of the first commitment decisions under the relevant

procedures (Cannes Extension).

Members of the team have represented clients in the following EU cartel cases: cement;

steel beams; Norwegian gas; carton board; organic peroxides; carbonless paper;

Belgian banks; rail friction linings; pre-stressed steel; D-RAM; alloy steel surcharge;

Spanish tobacco and bitumen.  

In addition to our experience of cartel investigations at EU level, members of the team

have successfully defended clients in cartel investigations at national level, where

competition authorities are becoming increasingly active.  For example, in France:

roofing materials and baby milk; in Finland: asphalt; in Germany: candy markets and

pharmaceutical trading; in the Netherlands: mobile telephony; and in Spain: savings

banks, mobile telephony, baby milk, concrete, steel distributors, and burial insurance.

It is currently estimated that for each investigation carried out at EU level, five cases are

investigated by European national competition authorities.  Our EU & Competition Law

Group is distinctly international, with fulltime partner level competition law

practitioners in all major jurisdictions in Europe: Brussels, Finland, France, Germany,

Italy, The Netherlands, Spain, Sweden, United Kingdom and Central and Eastern Europe

(Czech Republic, Poland, Hungary, Slovakia) (for contacts see overleaf).

Expertise

Bird & Bird’s competition team is

also developing a reputation for its

expertise in behavioural matters.

Chambers & Partners, 2008

Our team includes a former director-level European Commission official in competition matters and former Hearing Officer, whose

experience of due process issues spans over 25 cartels, who assists clients in high level issues with the EC’s DG Competition; as well as

former high-ranking officials within national competition authorities. This allows the team to provide even deeper insights into how

the regulator thinks and works and to fine-tune the strategic conduct of anti-trust cases by testing our arguments prior to official

meetings. 

In addition, the team has been selected in the past by the European Commission to assist it in defending against appeals of

Commission Decisions concerning cartels, granting the team additional insight into litigation strategy on both sides of the fence.  

Together, our expertise and unique insight means the team has the breadth and depth of experience to handle complex issues and

to propose innovative and efficient remedies.
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Contact details

Brussels - José Rivas   jose.rivas@twobirds.com   DD: +32 2 282 60 93   M: +32 495 578 552

Central Europe - Martin Maxa martin.maxa@twobirds.com   DD: +421 232 332 814   M: +421 905 716 711

Finland - Katia Duncker   katia.duncker@twobirds.com   DD: +358 9 622 667 49   M: +358 505 604 070

France - Michel Roseau  michel.roseau@twobirds.com   DD: +33 142 68 63 50   M: +33 686 669 513

Germany - Jörg Witting   joerg.witting@twobirds.com   DD: +49 211 2005 6168   M: +49 151 14827 108

Italy - Eutimio Monaco   eutimio.monaco@twobirds.com   DD: +39 06 6966 7001   M: +39 3473745815

The Netherlands - Pauline Kuipers   pauline.kuipers@twobirds.com   DD: +31 70 353 8810   M: +31 651 517 600

Spain - Antonio Creus   antonio.creus@twobirds.com   DD: +34 91 790 6040   M: +34 639 345 339

Sweden - Henrik Nilsson   henrik.nilsson@twobirds.com   DD: +46 8 506 320 33   M: +46 734 242 033

UK - Richard Eccles   richard.eccles@twobirds.com   DD: +44 20 7905 6261   M: +44 7711 014 341


